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Monica Coleman is listed
among a journal’s “New
Generation of Leading Clergy.”

By NANCY H. MCLAUGHLIN
Staff Writer ;

GREENSBORO — At first she told no
one. She attended her classes at di-
vinity school and dutifully stood in
the pews at church.

But all the while, she asked God:
Why hadn’t he stopped the rape?

She didn’t speak to God until the
night, months after the attack, when

she stood on a rock at Percy Warren

‘Park in Nashville.

“I remember getting up on this
rock and just screaming at God,”
said Monica Coleman, now the di-
rector of the Womanist Religion
Program at Bennett College. “That’s
how I broke the silence. I thought I
had been in a safe place. I thought,
‘If you are in the will of God, he’s
going to keep you safe."”

The violent act eventually helped
shape a ministry that’s now earning
Coleman national applause.

Coleman, a preacher in the Af-
rican Methodist Episcopal Church

- www.news-record.com —

and in her first year as an assistant
religion professor at the Greensboro
women’s college, has been named
one of “20 to Watch” in an upcom-
ing edition of a clergy publication.
She entered Harvard at 17, gradu-
ating magna cum laude. She left for
divinity school at Vanderbilt at 20,
graduating with honors, followed by
a Ph.D. in religion from Claremont
Graduate University. At 29, she was
hired to shepherd the Bennett reli-
gion program through its infancy.
“All this before 30!” said Marjo-
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Coleman has
been chosen -
as one of the
top preachers
under age 40.






